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1 Operationalizing Partisanship: Unified Government

In this section, we test the robustness of our results to changing the operationalization of partisan
government. In the main document we used a dichotomous variable equal to one if the governor
in state i in year # belonged to the Democratic Party, and zero otherwise.! In this section we test
the robustness our our main findings by substituting the governor partisan variable for a variable
equal to one if all chambers (governor, House, and Senate) in a state are controlled by either the
Democratic or Republican party The political data are from Klarner (2013). The six plots shown
in the main paper are replicated below, using the recoded variable of partisanship, and labeled as

“Unified, Any Party”.

INote that this nearly always meant a Republican since Independent governors made up less than two percent of
the sample.



Social Services

Other

Interest on Debt

Labor Market Policy
Housing

Natl. Resources & Sanitation
Public Safety

Transportation

Higher Education

Elementary Education

Social Services

Other

Interest on Debt

Labor Market Policy
Housing

Natl. Resources & Sanitation
Public Safety

Transportation

Higher Education

Elementary Education

Unified (All)

® X
X——
x®
—o—
©
]
e x
——
&
o
&
&
®
.
x®
o<
X @
-@x
i
———
| | | | |
| 2 3 4 5

Predicted Proportion

Note: x's indicate sample means (starting composition)

Non-Unified

[ 3
&
&«
[
L4
-
[
&
[
[
>
(]
L]
)
X0
L
©
[ 4
-8
| | | | |
N 2 3 4 )

Predicted Proportion

Note: x's indicate sample means (starting composition)

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run
Long-Run
Short-Run
Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Figure 1: Drop in Own Personal Income (Unified, Any Party)
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Figure 2: Rise in Own Unemployment (Unified, Any Party)
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Figure 3: Drop in Surrounding Income (Unified, Any Party)
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Figure 4: Rise in Surrounding Unemployment (Unified, Any Party)
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2 Operationalizing Partisanship: Unified Government (Demo-

cratic)

In this section we replicate the same results as in the previous section, although now the dichoto-
mous partisan control variable is equal to one only if the Democratic party is in control of the

House, Senate, and the governorship in a state, and zero otherwise.
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Figure 6: Drop in Own Personal Income (Unified, Democrat)
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Figure 7: Rise in Own Unemployment (Unified, Democrat)
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Figure 8: Drop in Surrounding Income (Unified, Democrat)
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Figure 9: Rise in Surrounding Unemployment (Unified, Democrat)
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3 Operationalizing Partisanship: Unified Legislature

In this section we code partisan control as a dichotomous variable equal to one if a single party

controls both the House and Senate.

14



Unified Legislature

. . LR Long-Run

Social Services —o— Short-Run

L] Long-Run

Other - Short-Run

©« Long-Run

Interest on Debt ® Short-Run

. ® X Long-Run

Labor Market Policy xe— Short-Run

. & Long-Run

Housing e Short-Run

. . ] Long-Run

Natl. Resources & Sanitation p Short-Run

. [ 3 Long-Run

Public Safety ® Short-Run

. L Long-Run

Transportation - Short-Run

. . X ® Long-Run

Higher Education - Short-Run

. X @ Long-Run

Elementary Education — Short-Run
\ \ \ \ [
N 2 3 4 .5

Predicted Proportion

Note: x's indicate sample means (starting composition)

Non-Unified

. . B Long-Run

Social Services —— Short-Run

[ Long-Run

Other » Short-Run

o Long-Run

Interest on Debt o Short-Run

. * X Long-Run

Labor Market Policy Se— Short-Run

. » Long-Run

Housmg » Short-Run

. . L Long-Run

Natl. Resources & Sanitation & Short-Run

. [ 3 Long-Run

Public Safety - Short-Run

. X @ Long-Run

Transportation - Short-Run

. . & Long-Run

Higher Education . Short-Run

. —o Long-Run

Elementary Education e Short-Run
| | | | |
N 2 3 4 .5

Predicted Proportion

Note: x's indicate sample means (starting composition)

Figure 11: Drop in Own Personal Income (Unified House and Senate)

15



Social Services

Other

Interest on Debt

Labor Market Policy
Housing

Natl. Resources & Sanitation
Public Safety

Transportation

Higher Education

Elementary Education

Social Services

Other

Interest on Debt

Labor Market Policy
Housing

Natl. Resources & Sanitation
Public Safety

Transportation

Higher Education

Elementary Education

Unified Legislature

o
LS
o
[
.
]
X ®
R J
]
]
«
L]
«
]
ox
L
ox
L
X0
-9
| | | | |
N 2 3 4 5

Predicted Proportion

Note: x's indicate sample means (starting composition)

Non-Unified

*<o-
o<
[ X
©
o
o
o
S
&
®
©
&
©
«
«
©
ox
©
*o—
———
| | | | |
| 2 3 4 5

Predicted Proportion

Note: x's indicate sample means (starting composition)

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Long-Run
Short-Run

Figure 12: Rise in Own Unemployment (Unified House and Senate)
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Figure 13: Drop in Surrounding Income (Unified House and Senate)
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Figure 14: Rise in Surrounding Unemployment (Unified House and Senate)
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Figure 15: Switching Control (Unified House and Senate)
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4 Operationalizing Partisanship: Unified Legislature (Demo-

cratic)

In this section we operationalize partisan control as a dichotomous variable equal to one if the

Democratic party controls both the House and Senate.
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Figure 16: Drop in Own Personal Income (Democratic-Controlled House and Senate)
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Unified Legislature (Dem)
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Figure 18: Drop in Surrounding Income (Democratic-Controlled House and Senate)
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Figure 19: Rise in Surrounding Unemployment (Democratic-Controlled House and Senate)
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Figure 20: Switching Control (Democratic-Controlled House and Senate)
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5 Table of numerical results
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Table 1: Estimated short-run and long-run effects on State Budget Spending

EE HE T PS NR&S o LMP TOD Other
SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS
Lagged DV 025777 00507 0.0937F _ -0.0887" _ -0.066"" _ -0.1347F 00857 00487  -0.1127
(0.020) (0.008) (0.013) (0.010) (0.012) (0.016) (0.013) (0.009) (0.013)
Lagged DV x 0.040 -0.005 0.009 0.019 0.018 0.042+* -0.003 0.021* 0.025
Democratic Gov. (0.027) (0.012) (0.017) (0.012) (0.016) (0.021) (0.016) (0.013) (0.018)
Alnflation, 0,112 -0.006* -0.004 -0.008* -0.001 0.031* 0.002 -0.008 0.027+**
(0.018) (0.004) (0.006) (0.004) (0.006) (0.018) (0.005) (0.007) (0.007)
Inflation, -0.028* 0.003 -0.000 0.003 0.001 0.012 -0.001 0.011%* -0.001
(0.015) (0.003) (0.004) (0.003) (0.004) (0.014) (0.004) (0.005) (0.005)
A(Inflation; x 0015 -0.004 -0.004 0.002 0.003 -0.026 -0.008 -0.004 -0.009
Democratic Gov.;) (0.019) (0.004) (0.006) (0.005) (0.006) (0.020) (0.006) (0.007) (0.007)
Inflation, | x -0.049** -0.003 -0.005 0.003 0.003 0.002 -0.008 -0.008 0.007
Democratic Gov.,_| (0.020) (0.003) (0.005) (0.004) (0.006) (0.017) (0.005) (0.006) (0.007)
ATot. Exp, -0.000 -0.000*** -0.000* -0.000"**  -0.000*** -0.000 -0.000 -0.000%**  0.000%**
(0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000)
Tot. Exp.,_; 0.000 0.000* -0.000 -0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 -0.000
(0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000)
A(Tot. Exp., x -0.000 0.000 -0.000 0.000 -0.000 0.000 -0.000 0.000 -0.000
Democratic Gov.;) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000)
Inflation, _; x 0.000 -0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 -0.000 -0.000
Democratic Gov.,_ (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000)
AUnemployment, 0.034 0.001 -0.002 -0.000 -0.005 0.031 0.021%* 0.017* -0.022**
(0.023) (0.005) (0.007) (0.006) (0.008) (0.023) (0.007) (0.009) (0.009)
Unemployment,_ 0.003 -0.006** 20.009%*  -0.008"**  -0.012%** -0.004 0.006 0.005 -0.012**
(0.013) (0.003) (0.004) (0.003) (0.004) (0.013) (0.004) (0.005) (0.005)
A(Unemployment, x 0.014 0.000 -0.003 -0.004 0.004 -0.048"* 0.007 -0.006 0.002
Democratic Gov.;) (0.023) (0.005) (0.007) (0.005) (0.008) (0.023) (0.007) (0.008) (0.009)
Unemployment,_ x 0.013 0.003 0.000 0.003 0.003 -0.013 -0.001 -0.001 0.005
Democratic Gov.,_ (0.018) (0.004) (0.006) (0.004) (0.006) (0.018) (0.005) (0.007) (0.007)
AWUnemployment, 0.037* -0.003 -0.003 -0.007+* 0.001 -0.010 0.012%* 0.000 0.016™*
(0.009) (0.002) (0.003) (0.002) (0.003) (0.009) (0.003) (0.003) (0.003)
WUnemployment,_; 0.003 -0.001 0.000 -0.001 -0.000 0.009** -0.001 0.004"* -0.001
(0.004) (0.001) (0.001) (0.001) (0.001) (0.004) (0.001) (0.001) (0.001)
A(WUnemployment, x 0.009 0.001 -0.001 0.002 -0.003 0.013* 0.003 0.001 0.000
Democratic Gov.) (0.007) (0.001) (0.002) (0.002) (0.002) (0.007) (0.002) (0.002) (0.003)
(WUnemployment,_ x 0.005 -0.000 -0.001 -0.000 0.000 -0.001 0.003"* -0.002 -0.002
Democratic Gov.,_ (0.005) (0.001) (0.002) (0.001) (0.002) (0.005) (0.001) (0.002) (0.002)
AOwn Source Rev; 0.037°*  0.005*** 0.000 0.003"* 0.003 -0.004 0.009"** 0.005"* -0.003
(0.005) (0.001) (0.002) (0.001) (0.002) (0.006) (0.002) (0.002) (0.002)
Own Source Rev,_; 0.008"* 0.001 0.000 0.003** 0.001 -0.004 0.002** 0.002 0.002
(0.003) (0.001) (0.001) (0.001) (0.001) (0.003) (0.001) (0.001) (0.001)
A(Own Source Rev; x -0.003 0.000 0.000 -0.001 -0.001 0.001 -0.002** 0.002 0.000
Democratic Gov.,) (0.004) (0.001) (0.001) (0.001) (0.001) (0.004) (0.001) (0.001) (0.001)
Own Source Rev;_ x -0.001 0.000 0.001 0.000 0.000 0.004 0.000 0.002 0.000
Democratic Gov.) (0.003) (0.001) (0.001) (0.001) (0.001) (0.003) (0.001) (0.001) (0.001)
AWPersonal Income, 0.030** 0.004* 0.005* 0.004* 0.003 0.002 -0.002 0.014"* -0.002
(0.009) (0.002) (0.003) (0.002) (0.003) (0.009) (0.003) (0.003) (0.003)
WPersonal Income,_ -0.002** 0.000 -0.000 -0.000 -0.000 -0.001 0.000 -0.001** 0.000
(0.001) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.001) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000)
A(WPersonal Income; x -0.001 -0.000 0.000 -0.000 0.001 -0.004** -0.000 0.000 0.000
Democratic Gov.,) (0.002) (0.000) (0.001) (0.000) (0.001) (0.002) (0.000) (0.001) (0.001)
WPersonal Income, _; x -0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 -0.000 -0.001%* 0.000 0.000
Democratic Gov.,_ (0.001) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) (0.001) (0.000) (0.000) (0.000)
APersonal Income; 0.020 0.001 0.003 -0.006 0.007 0.008 -0.020%* -0.002 -0.004
(0.025) (0.005) (0.008) (0.006) (0.008) (0.026) (0.008) (0.009) (0.010)
Personal Income,_ -0.007 -0.002 -0.002 0.000 -0.001 -0.000 0.001 0.002 -0.000
(0.005) (0.001) (0.002) (0.001) (0.002) (0.005) (0.001) (0.002) (0.002)
A(Personal Income; x 0.009 0.001 -0.000 0.001 0.002 0.012 0.005 -0.006 0.001
Democratic Gov.,) (0.010) (0.002) (0.003) (0.002) (0.003) (0.010) (0.003) (0.004) (0.004)
Personal Income,_ x 0.003 -0.000 -0.001 -0.000 -0.001 0.002 0.002 -0.002 -0.001
Democratic Gov.,_ (0.007) (0.002) (0.002) (0.002) (0.002) (0.007) (0.002) (0.003) (0.003)
Constant -0.414* -0.047 0.005 -0.290"* -0.075 0476"  -03077 0443 .0.205"
(0.227) (0.046) (0.072) (0.060) (0.075) (0.240) (0.076) (0.089) (0.088)
N 1236 1236 1236 1236 1236 1236 1236 1236 1236
States 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50

Standard errors in parentheses

Regression with standard errors in parenth

* p<0.10, " p < 0.05, *** p < 0.01

esesz’;i'wo-tail tests.
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