Department of Political Science
Graduate Student Introduction to Statistical Programming Software
University of Colorado Boulder
Summer 2018
Time:
Location:

August 20-23, 1:00-3:30
KTCH 1B31

Instructor:
Office:
Email:
Office hours:

Dr. Andrew Q. Philips
KTCH 144
andrew.philips@colorado.edu
By appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION: The goal of this short summer programming “bootcamp” is to get all incoming graduate students to parity in their ability to use statistical and programming software. Some
students may not have any experience with the most common statistical software used in political science. Others may have some experience, yet have not been exposed to the full capabilities, or simply
need a refresher. It is extremely likely you will use most—if not all—of these programs throughout
graduate school. We will covering the following in detail:
• Stata
• R
• LATEX and Beamer
• Other important things to know (Dropbox, library access, datasets...)
The two most common statistical packages are Stata and R. They are typically used for data management and statistics. We will also cover LATEX, a typesetting program, as well as Beamer, a way to
typeset presentations in LATEX. Finally, we will cover a few other things such as data storage and onand off-campus resources.
By the end of this course, students should be familiar with these programs. They should also be
aware of the tools and resources available for troubleshooting. While the provided course materials
should allow for a solid foundation, there is much more information available online.
PREREQUISITES AND SOFTWARE: There are no prerequisites required, other than having a copy
of R and Stata prior to coming to class. The department should be providing you with a copy of Stata.
For R, please download both R (https://cran.r-project.org/) and RStudio (https://www.rstudio.com/)
before the first class session. Both of those programs are free.
GRADES AND PARTICIPATION: There are no grades in this course. Rather, students should arrive
ready to learn and participate. Readings, if any, should be done before coming to class.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: Note that this schedule is subject to change.

Day 1:
• Computer access, accounts
• Google Scholar
• Dropbox, Google Drive
• Start introduction to Stata
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Day 2:
• Stata (continued)

Day 3:
• Start introduction to R

Day 4:
• R (continued)
• LATEX and Beamer
• Importance of a website
• CVs
• Mac- and Windows-specific text editors

STATEMENT ABOUT STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation
requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact Disability Services—either online at http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/—
or at the Center for Community, N200, 107 UCB.
To best accommodate students who may require alternative services, it is crucial that you contact
me early in the semester if you need such accommodations.

HONOR CODE, COPYRIGHT, AND PLAGARISM STATEMENTS
“On my honor, as a University of Colorado Boulder student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance”
The CU Honor Code is intended to uphold the intellectual reputation of the university by establishing trust among individuals regarding intellectual honesty. As the website states, “The Honor Code
secures an environment where academic integrity can flourish and aims to install the principles of
honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility as essential features of the University of Colorado
Boulder campus”. Violations of intellectual honesty include plagiarism, cheating, and the unauthorized use of materials, all of which erode trust among individuals. If you have any questions about
this, please see me, the Honor Code website (http://www.colorado.edu/honorcode/), or the Honor
Code Office (1B70 Regent Admin Building).
The handouts and lectures used in this course are copyrighted. By “handouts,” I mean all materials generated for this class, which include but are not limited to syllabi, exams, in-class materials,
and review sheets. Because these are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy them or distribute them to others outside class, unless I expressly grant permission. In addition, I do not grant
permission to tape class lectures.
Last updated: July 27, 2018
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